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Knox County General Election / TN State Primary - August 7, 2008 

Assessor of Property 
 

 

 
Andrew E. Graybeal 
 
Democrat 
 
 
 
 

 

General Information 

1. Please list your name and nickname (if any). 
Andrew “Drew” E. Graybeal 

2. How old are you?  
35 

3. How many years have you lived in Knox County?  
35 

4. What is your political affiliation?  
Democrat 

5. In which ZIP Code do you reside?  
37938 

Education/Military Service 

6. Where did you graduate from high school?  
Fulton High School 

7. What is the highest level of education that you have achieved?  
BA 

8. Please list your degrees (if any) and which college(s) you attended.  
ITT University at Knoxville 



 © 2008 by Sundown Communications, LLC.  All Rights Reserved. 154 
 

9. Did you serve in the US military?  If not, skip to question 13. 
NO 

10. What branch and in what capacity?  
NONE 

11. What rank did you achieve?  
NONE 

12. Special tours, wars, or conflicts?  
NONE 

Professional Experience 

13. What is your occupation?  
Affiliate Real Estate Broker 

14. How many years have you worked in this field?  
7 

15. Any prior professional experience that you would like to include?  
Certified Licensed Mortgage Lending 13 years 

16. What professional associations are you a member of?  
National Association of REALTORS, Knoxville Association of REALTORS 

17. What would you describe as being your best career moment?  
Graduating from college and being able to thank my parents for the sound advice to 
listen, learn, and look for the good instead of the faults in society. 

18. Do you travel internationally?  If not, skip to question 21. 
YES 

19. For business or for pleasure?  
Both Business and Pleasure 

20. Which are your favorite international locations you’ve visited, and why?  
Central America, and South America, I enjoy the climate and outdoor beauty is to be 
visioned to be appreciated. 

We’ve Got to Ask…. 

21. Have you ever been convicted of a felony?  
NO 
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Family/Home  

 
22. Are you married?  If yes, please provide the name of your spouse and 

spouse’s occupation.  
Yes, Trish Graybeal, Criminal Court Clerk 

23. Do you have children? If so, how many? What are their ages?  
NO 

24. Do you have grandchildren? If so, how many? What are their ages? 
NO 

25. Do you have pets?  If so, what kind? What are their names? 
Yes: 2   An English Bull Dog: Trey  
             A Chinese Pug: Keaton 

Faith 

26. What is your religious affiliation (if any)?  
Baptist 

27. Where do you attend service (if you do)?  
North Acres Baptist Church 

Community Service 

28. Please list your community service activities, including any non-profit 
boards, service organizations, etc.  
NONE 
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Leadership 

29. How would you describe your leadership style?  
Pay close attention to your surroundings, build the honor of trust and respect, 
making sure that professionalism and accountability are insight, refraining from 
silence when you feel as if the circumstance is incorrect, analyzing the situation prior 
to taking action, treating others as which you would expect to be treated, refraining 
from demands, requesting when a need is to be met, and never requesting someone 
jeopardizing honor and integrity.  Dressing for success, and never allow yourself to 
belittle another, never forgetting from whence you came from, listening to your 
employees ideas and never be to busy to say thank you for a job well done. 

30. What is your favorite quote?  
“The farther back that you go, the more ahead you are likely to see,” Winston 
Churchill 

31. Whom do you most admire as a leader or mentor?  
My Mentor was the late Norbert J. Slovis, Esq. 

Getting to Know You 

32. What is your favorite color?  
Blue 

33. What is your favorite vegetable?  
Asparagus 

34. What is your favorite fruit?  
Peaches 

35. What is your favorite sport?  
Soccer 

36. Who is your favorite team?  
No preference 

37. What are your top 2 favorite  movies?  
Titanic, Driving Miss Daisy,  

38. What are your top 2 favorite books?  
A Night to Remember, Dolly: My Life and Such 

39. What is your favorite type of music?  
No Particular 
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40. What are your top 3 favorite music artists?  
Dolly Parton, Nat King Cole, George Strait 

41. What is your favorite TV show (current or past)?  
The Andy Griffith Show 

42. What is your favorite play or theater performance?  
Always Patsy Cline: Cumberland County Playhouse 

Travel/Entertainment 

43. What is your favorite holiday?  
Easter 

44. What is your favorite meal?  
1st Choice Pinto Bean Onions, Fried Potatoes and FOOD CITY light bread 

45. What is your favorite drink?  
Sweet Tea, extra lemon and Ice 

46. What is your favorite place to vacation?  
Jamaica 

47. What are your favorite hobbies?  
Antique restoration 

48. What is the last hobby project that you worked on?  
Restoration of a vintage RCA Victrola 

49. Which are your top 3 favorite cities to visit and why?  
Dallas, Texas   Grinders Switch, Tennessee and Port Charlotte, Florida, I have 
family in all three locations. 

Philosophical 

50. List one thing you would like to see or do before you die.  
To visit the wreck of the Titanic, in an underwater submersible. 

51. What would you want to do over in life if you had the chance?  
No regrets 

Ethics 

52. Are you familiar with the ASPA Code of Ethics (website link provided)?  
Yes 
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53. Would you follow this code if elected?  
Yes 

54. Would you resign if you violated this code?  
Yes 

Campaign 

55. What is your campaign platform?  
Field Assessors’s certified   

as Licensed appraisers. 

 

Transparent Equalization of ALL 

 tax appraisals, which keeps our  

TAXES LOW 

 

An Assessor FOR THE PEOPLE, ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE, and 
help to restore the faith in our Knox County Government. 

 

Continue to support the Tax Assistance and Tax Freeze Programs 
for our Seniors, the Disabled, and all of our 

Honored Veterans. 

 

56. Why should we vote for you?  
 

“CITIZENS WHOM BELIEVE AS I DO, THAT OUR COUNTY OFFICES ARE NOT THE PLACE FOR 
POLITICIANS AND PROTEGES.” 

 
“WE NEED PROPERTY TRAINED LEADERS, PEOPLE WITH EXPERIENCE, PEOPLE WITH 
LEADERSHIP QUALITIES, PEOPLE WHO POSESS A HICH STANDARD OF ETHICS AND A 

PERSONAL HISTORY TO MATCH.” 
 

“I HAVE THESE QUALITIES, AND I WANT TO BE YOUR PROPERTY ASSESSOR.” 
 

Contact Information 

57. Please list your email address, telephone number, and website.  
www.andrewgraybeal.com   website 
graybealforpropertyassessor@comcast.net email 
Mobile 865-973-2214 
Residence 865-922-4132 
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Knox County General Election / TN State Primary - August 7, 2008 

Assessor of Property 
 

No Photo 

 
Phil Ballard 
 
Republican 
 
 
 
 

 

General Information 

1. Please list your name and nickname (if any). 
Phil Ballard 

2. How old are you?  
54 

3. How many years have you lived in Knox County?  
All my life 

4. What is your political affiliation?  
Republican 

5. In which ZIP Code do you reside?  
37871 

Education/Military Service 

6. Where did you graduate from high school?  
Carter High School 

7. What is the highest level of education that you have achieved?  
Sophomore in College 

8. Please list your degrees (if any) and which college(s) you attended.  
Hiawassee Junior College / U.T. of Knoxville.  I have completed my SCLA (Senior 
Claim Law Associate – 3 year course) from the American Educational Institute in 
1995. 
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9. Did you serve in the US military?  If not, skip to question 13. 
No 

10. What branch and in what capacity?  
 

11. What rank did you achieve?  
 

12. Special tours, wars, or conflicts?  
 

Professional Experience 

13. What is your occupation?  
Claims management & Senior Litigation Specialist for the entire State 

14. How many years have you worked in this field?  
30 years 

15. Any prior professional experience that you would like to include?  
Two manager’s position before 1978 

16. What professional associations are you a member of?  
Knoxville Claims Association 

17. What would you describe as being your best career moment?  
Selected as Regional Claims Manager for East Tennessee 

18. Do you travel internationally?  If not, skip to question 21. 
Mexico & Brazil 

19. For business or for pleasure?  
Mexico was pleasure & Brazil was for a medical missionary trip 

20. Which are your favorite international locations you’ve visited, and why?  
The Ruins in Mexico and The Christ Statute & many locations in Brazil 

We’ve Got to Ask…. 

21. Have you ever been convicted of a felony?  
No 
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Family/Home  

22. Are you married?  If yes, please provide the name of your spouse and 
spouse’s occupation.  
Yes, Cindy Blake Ballard and she is a housewife 

23. Do you have children? If so, how many? What are their ages?  
Yes, 3 children, 29, 27, 25 

24. Do you have grandchildren? If so, how many? What are their ages? 
Yes, 3 and one on the way, 3, 2, 1 

25. Do you have pets?  If so, what kind? What are their names? 
Yes, Cat – Cheetah, Dog – Heidi, Dog - Hilda 

Faith 

26. What is your religious affiliation (if any)?  
Baptist 

27. Where do you attend service (if you do)?  
Lyons Creek Baptist Church 

Community Service 

28. Please list your community service activities, including any non-profit 
boards, service organizations, etc.  
Carter Optimist Club, Carter Youth Association, Board Member of Carter Pascal 
Community Pool, Board Member of Caledonia Cemetery, Former Board Member on 
E911 (3 terms – 9 years, unpaid position), 27 years coaching Junior Pro Basketball 
with the last three years being Upward Basketball, many other years coaching and 
organizing football & baseball youth activities, former treasurer of Lyons Creek 
Baptist Church and numerous other community projects. 

Leadership 

29. How would you describe your leadership style?  
Hands on, demonstrating and inspiring others to maximize their skills and 
opportunities. 

30. What is your favorite quote?  
Proverbs 3:5, 6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own 
understanding; In all your ways acknowledge him, and He will make your paths 
straight.” 
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31. Whom do you most admire as a leader or mentor?  
My father 

Getting to Know You 

32. What is your favorite color?  
Green 

33. What is your favorite vegetable?  
Okra 

34. What is your favorite fruit?  
Strawberries 

35. What is your favorite sport?  
College Basketball 

36. Who is your favorite team?  
UT Basketball under Bruce Pearl 

37. What are your top 3 favorite  movies?  
John Wayne Westerns,  Rocky & Narnia 

38. What are your top 3 favorite books?  
Bible, Patricia Cornwell’s: Body Farm,  Ten Thousand Leagues Under the Sea 

39. What is your favorite type of music?  
Gospel, Country & Easy Listening 

40. What are your top 3 favorite music artists?  
Eagles, Doug Oldham & Ronny Millsaps 

41. What is your favorite TV show (current or past)?  
CSI 

42. What is your favorite play or theater performance?  
Annie 

Travel/Entertainment 

43. What is your favorite holiday?  
Thanksgiving 

44. What is your favorite meal?  
Pinto Beans, Meat Loaf, Skillet Fried Potatoes, Slaw & Cornbread 
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45. What is your favorite drink?  
Water 

46. What is your favorite place to vacation?  
Beaches on the Atlantic Coast 

47. What are your favorite hobbies?  
Reading, Walking, Bowling & Boating 

48. What is the last hobby project that you worked on?  
Planting a garden this year. 

49. Which are your top 3 favorite cities to visit and why?  
St. Augustine, FL: early historical settlement in which one can visit the Fountain of 
Youth, Flagler Church & College, Forts and some of Edison’s first electrical work. 
The second place would be Abington, VA:  Martha Washington Inn, Barter Theatre, 
historical Civil War sites and many antiques and glassware. 
The third place would be Washington D.C.  The many sites in the area that 
preserves our country’s history and heritage. 

Philosophical 

50. List one thing you would like to see or do before you die.  
The Statute of Liberty 

51. What would you want to do over in life if you had the chance?  
I have been blessed in so many ways that I look to the future and do not dwell on the 
what if(s) in the past.   

Ethics 

52. Are you familiar with the ASPA Code of Ethics (website link provided)?  
Yes 

53. Would you follow this code if elected?  
Yes 

54. Would you resign if you violated this code?  
Yes 
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Campaign 

55. What is your campaign platform?  
To bring and implement professional private sector business management and 
financial practices in which I have over 30 years of experience. Once elected I will 
look at all departments and make the necessary changes to create the most 
streamlined functions and make the most effective use of our tax payer dollars.  We 
will concentrate on technology, training (including certification programs) and 
creating a teamwork atmosphere. 

56. Why should we vote for you?  
I am the most experienced and highly trained in Operational Management.  I have 
written hundreds of appraisals and supervised many more under my leadership.  
One must blend the numerous departments in the Property Assessor’s Office to 
fairly and equitably assess 180,000 properties within one tax cycle.  We will be 
highly accountable, transparent, and professional and instill trust to the public.    

Contact Information 

57. Please list your email address, telephone number, and website.  
Philballard08@aol.com, 865-933-5045 
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Knox County General Election / TN State Primary - August 7, 2008 

Trustee 
 

No Photo 

 
Robert Bratton 
 
Democrat 
 
 
 
 

 

General Information 

1. Please list your name and nickname (if any). 
Robert Bratton 

2. How old are you?  
45 

3. How many years have you lived in Knox County?  
44 

4. What is your political affiliation?  
Democrat 

5. In which ZIP Code do you reside?  
37920 

Education/Military Service 

6. Where did you graduate from high school?  
Doyle  

7. What is the highest level of education that you have achieved?  
College  

8. Please list your degrees (if any) and which college(s) you attended.  
BA in Political  Science  from UTK 
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9. Did you serve in the US military?  If not, skip to question 13. 
No 

10. What branch and in what capacity?  
 

11. What rank did you achieve?  
 

12. Special tours, wars, or conflicts?  
 

Professional Experience 

13. What is your occupation?  
Work for East TN Public TV (Corporate & Community Relations) 

14. How many years have you worked in this field?  
7 

15. Any prior professional experience that you would like to include?  
I have also worked at:  Kroger, Child & Family Services And United Way 

16. What professional associations are you a member of?  
Tennessee School Boards Association 

17. What would you describe as being your best career moment?  
Going to work at Kroger years ago it was my first job and it taught me a lot and I got 
the chance to work with some of the best people I’ve ever known 

18. Do you travel internationally?  If not, skip to question 21. 
 

19. For business or for pleasure?  
 

20. Which are your favorite international locations you’ve visited, and why?  
 

We’ve Got to Ask…. 

21. Have you ever been convicted of a felony?  
No 
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Family/Home  

22. Are you married?  If yes, please provide the name of your spouse and 
spouse’s occupation.  
Mary Anne  part owner Salon 1551 

23. Do you have children? If so, how many? What are their ages?  
Shaylee Grace 14   Miranda Hope 12    Boone 8 

24. Do you have grandchildren? If so, how many? What are their ages? 
No 

25. Do you have pets?  If so, what kind? What are their names? 
Chocolate Lab   Diasy 

Faith 

26. What is your religious affiliation (if any)?  
Baptist 

27. Where do you attend service (if you do)?  
Stock Creek 

Community Service 

28. Please list your community service activities, including any non-profit 
boards, service organizations, etc.  
I coach many youth sports teams 
Member Exchange Club 
Served on United Way panels 
Member Project Help Board 
  

Leadership 

29. How would you describe your leadership style?  
Hire good people and then turn them loose to do their job, cross train employees, 
Always open to new ideas from employees  
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30. What is your favorite quote?  
I have many here are a few 
“Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole stair case” 
“Imagination is more important than Knowledge” 
“Great Spirits have always encountered violent opposition from mediocre minds” 
“Man is not old until regrets take the place of dreams” 
“Anybody can a lead the lynch mob it takes real courage to stand in its way”  

31. Whom do you most admire as a leader or mentor?  
Other than my father, my granddad Bob who died when I was very young.   I 
remember, as a boy, my mother telling us stories of him, how he lived his life and 
what was really important to him and how he showed it. And going back to where my 
mother grew up I was always struck by the people who would just come up to me 
call me “little Bob” and start to tell me stories of how he lived his life and what he had 
done for them and their families.      

Getting to Know You 

32. What is your favorite color?  
Red 

33. What is your favorite vegetable?  
Carrot 

34. What is your favorite fruit?  
Plums 

35. What is your favorite sport?  
Basketball 

36. Who is your favorite team?  
Arkansas 

37. What are your top 3 favorite  movies?  
Brian’s Song,  Braveheart,  The Bridge Over The River Kwai 

38. What are your top 3 favorite books?  
The Prince, Love You Forever, The Federalist Papers, Common Sense and The 
Rights of Man     

39. What is your favorite type of music?  
Don’t have one I just push buttons on the radio 

40. What are your top 3 favorite music artists?  
Don’t have any could not tell you who sings many songs at all  
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41. What is your favorite TV show (current or past)?  
Star Trek 

42. What is your favorite play or theater performance?  
Seven Brides For Seven Brothers 

Travel/Entertainment 

43. What is your favorite holiday?  
Thanksgiving 

44. What is your favorite meal?  
Fried chicken (with the skin on) mashed potatoes, fried okra 

45. What is your favorite drink?  
Water 

46. What is your favorite place to vacation?  
Don’t have one 

47. What are your favorite hobbies?  
I like to read famous quotes and great speeches 

48. What is the last hobby project that you worked on?  
Ask me in September 

49. Which are your top 3 favorite cities to visit and why?  
Washington DC, Charleston, Philadelphia, all for the history and architecture   

Philosophical 

50. List one thing you would like to see or do before you die.  
 See all my grandchildren 

51. What would you want to do over in life if you had the chance?  
Nothing 

Ethics 

52. Are you familiar with the ASPA Code of Ethics (website link provided)?  
Yes 

53. Would you follow this code if elected?  
Yes 
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54. Would you resign if you violated this code?  
Yes 

Campaign 

55. What is your campaign platform?  
Place all employees of the Trustee’s office under Civil Service to prevent political 
and other abuses. 
Close 4 of the 6 current substations and let the banks receive tax payments to save 
substantial taxpayer money. 
Eliminate outside delinquent tax attorney and have the County Law Director collect 
such taxes-or, if necessary, put the task out for bid (RFP) to save hundreds of 
thousands of dollars 
Work to give our school children back the “Trustee’s Commission” of over three 
million dollars every year- an unwarranted and unnecessary loss of essential 
educational funding. 
Reduce the current overstaffing in the Trustee’s office, where there are about twice 
as many employees as in the Hamilton and Davidson County Trustee’s offices 
The reduction in staff needs to be done the right way you should not just go in and 
fire people, they all have bills to pay and It’s not their fault the office is way over 
staffed it’s the current Trustees. You must work with the employees to help them find 
quality jobs. 
 

56. Why should we vote for you?  
Look above at my campaign platform 

Contact Information 

57. Please list your email address, telephone number, and website.  
sgbmhbebb@comcast.net   (865)604-0168   brattonfortrustee.com 
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Knox County General Election / TN State Primary - August 7, 2008 

Trustee 
 

 

 
Fred Sisk 
 
Republican 
 
 
 
 

 

General Information 

1. Please list your name and nickname (if any). 
Fred Sisk 

2. How old are you?  
52 

3. How many years have you lived in Knox County?  
52 

4. What is your political affiliation?  
Republican 

5. In which ZIP Code do you reside?  
37922 

Education/Military Service 

6. Where did you graduate from high school?  
Admiral Farragut Academy,  St. Petersburg, FL 

7. What is the highest level of education that you have achieved?  
College 

8. Please list your degrees (if any) and which college(s) you attended.  
BSBA  School of Business, University of Mississippi 
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9. Did you serve in the US military?  If not, skip to question 13. 
No 

10. What branch and in what capacity?  
 

11. What rank did you achieve?  
 

12. Special tours, wars, or conflicts?  
 

Professional Experience 

13. What is your occupation?  
Knox County Trustee 

14. How many years have you worked in this field?  
18 years 

15. Any prior professional experience that you would like to include?  
Worked in a small family business in Powell. 

16. What professional associations are you a member of?  
TGFOA  Tennessee Government Finance Officers Association 
TCTA  Tennessee County Trustee’s Association 

17. What would you describe as being your best career moment?  
Every single day meeting our revenue goals and working with the public. 

18. Do you travel internationally?  If not, skip to question 21. 
No 

19. For business or for pleasure?  
 

20. Which are your favorite international locations you’ve visited, and why?  
 

We’ve Got to Ask…. 

21. Have you ever been convicted of a felony?  
No 
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Family/Home  

22. Are you married?  If yes, please provide the name of your spouse and 
spouse’s occupation.  
No 

23. Do you have children? If so, how many? What are their ages?  
No 

24. Do you have grandchildren? If so, how many? What are their ages? 
No 

25. Do you have pets?  If so, what kind? What are their names? 
Yes,  Labrador Retriever, Jake 

Faith 

26. What is your religious affiliation (if any)?  
Baptist 

27. Where do you attend service (if you do)?  
First Baptist Concord 

Community Service 

28. Please list your community service activities, including any non-profit 
boards, service organizations, etc.  
Coach youth sports at the church and in the community.   

Leadership 

29. How would you describe your leadership style?  
Hands-On (Train and Educate), then let the employees do their job. 

30. What is your favorite quote?  
Ronald Reagan – “Mr. Gorbachev tear down this wall.” 
John Kennedy – “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for 
your country.” 
Rev. Doug Sager – “Nothing is more important than where you will spend eternity, 
only by God’s grace can you be saved. 

31. Whom do you most admire as a leader or mentor?  
Ronald Reagan and Rev. Doug Sager 
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Getting to Know You 

32. What is your favorite color?  
Orange 

33. What is your favorite vegetable?  
Lettuce 

34. What is your favorite fruit?  
Kiwi 

35. What is your favorite sport?  
Baseball 

36. Who is your favorite team?  
Atlanta Braves 

37. What are your top 3 favorite  movies?  
Armageddon, Patton, Gladiator 

38. What are your top 3 favorite books?  
Purpose Driven Life, Holy Bible, Jonathan Livingston Seagull 

39. What is your favorite type of music?  
No particular favorite 

40. What are your top 3 favorite music artists?  
No particular favorite 

41. What is your favorite TV show (current or past)?  
Bill O’Reilly 

42. What is your favorite play or theater performance?  
Unto these Hills 

Travel/Entertainment 

43. What is your favorite holiday?  
Christmas 

44. What is your favorite meal?  
Italian 

45. What is your favorite drink?  
 



 © 2008 by Sundown Communications, LLC.  All Rights Reserved. 175 
 

46. What is your favorite place to vacation?  
Hilton Head or Myrtle Beach 

47. What are your favorite hobbies?  
Golf  

48. What is the last hobby project that you worked on?  
ConcordQuest set construction,  First Baptist Concord VBS  

49. Which are your top 3 favorite cities to visit and why?  
Myrtle Beach – Golf     Florida – Baseball Spring Training      Steamboat Springs – 
Snow Skiing 

Philosophical 

50. List one thing you would like to see or do before you die.  
Visit all 50 states. 

51. What would you want to do over in life if you had the chance?  
Spend more time with my parents. 

Ethics 

52. Are you familiar with the ASPA Code of Ethics (website link provided)?  
Just read the code. 

53. Would you follow this code if elected?  
To the best of my ability. 

54. Would you resign if you violated this code?  
If warranted 

Campaign 

55. What is your campaign platform?  
Collection Rates, Interest Rates, Cash Flow 
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56. Why should we vote for you?  
Conservative values, Job experience, Sound judgment, Competency.  
 
I hold conservative values very high and it affects everything I do or ask of others.  
My 18 years of job experience have uniquely qualified me to be the Trustee for Knox 
County, I have performed every function within the Trustee’s Office.  During my 
eighteen years of service I have used sound judgment in everything from business 
decisions to personnel decisions with honor and dignity.  Professional competency 
has allowed my to perform my duties at a high level to benefit the citizens of Knox 
County. 

Contact Information 

57. Please list your email address, telephone number, and website.  
fsisk@charter.net        www.fredsisk.com  
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Knox County General Election / TN State Primary - August 7, 2008 

Sheriff 
 

No Photo 

 
Randy Tyree 
 
Democrat 
 
 
 
 

 

General Information 

1. Please list your name and nickname (if any). 
Randy Tyree 

2. How old are you?  
Born 1/20/40 

3. How many years have you lived in Knox County?  
40 years 

4. What is your political affiliation?  
Democrat 

5. In which ZIP Code do you reside?  
37919 

Education/Military Service 

6. Where did you graduate from high school?  
Gordonsville High School – Smith County, TN 

7. What is the highest level of education that you have achieved?  
Law Degree 

8. Please list your degrees (if any) and which college(s) you attended.  
BS – Middle Tennessee State University 
JD – University of Tennessee School of Law 
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9. Did you serve in the US military?  If not, skip to question 13. 
Yes 

10. What branch and in what capacity?  
United States Marine Corp 
Quantico, VA – Platoon Leader Corps (P.L.C.) 

11. What rank did you achieve?  
E-1 - Honorable Discharge – 1965 (Back injury) 

12. Special tours, wars, or conflicts?  
 

Professional Experience 

13. What is your occupation?  
Attorney 

14. How many years have you worked in this field?  
40 

15. Any prior professional experience that you would like to include?  
 

16. What professional associations are you a member of?  
Knoxville Bar Association 

17. What would you describe as being your best career moment?  
Serving as Mayor – Knoxville (1976 – 1983) 

18. Do you travel internationally?  If not, skip to question 21. 
 

19. For business or for pleasure?  
 

20. Which are your favorite international locations you’ve visited, and why?  
 

We’ve Got to Ask…. 

21. Have you ever been convicted of a felony?  
No 
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Family/Home  

22. Are you married?  If yes, please provide the name of your spouse and 
spouse’s occupation.  
Yes – Mary Pat Dukas Tyree, retired (former Realtor) 

23. Do you have children? If so, how many? What are their ages?  
Yes.  Four.  Daughter and three sons (all adults) 

24. Do you have grandchildren? If so, how many? What are their ages? 
No (dang it!) 

25. Do you have pets?  If so, what kind? What are their names? 
Just lost Kacee – our 14-year-old Sheltie 

Faith 

26. What is your religious affiliation (if any)?  
Protestant 

27. Where do you attend service (if you do)?  
Cedar Springs Presbyterian Church 

Community Service 

28. Please list your community service activities, including any non-profit 
boards, service organizations, etc.  
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association; American Legion-Post 2; Senior 
Citizens Home Assistance Service 

Leadership 

29. How would you describe your leadership style?  
Consensus builder 

30. What is your favorite quote?  
“We make a living from what we get; we make a life from what we give.”  Winston 
Churchill 

31. Whom do you most admire as a leader or mentor?  
Past – Franklin D. Roosevelt; Current – Ambassador Howard Baker, Jr. 
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Getting to Know You 

32. What is your favorite color?  
Blue 

33. What is your favorite vegetable?  
Pinto beans 

34. What is your favorite fruit?  
Apple 

35. What is your favorite sport?  
Football 

36. Who is your favorite team?  
U.T. Vols; Tennessee Titans 

37. What are your top 3 favorite  movies?  
Love Me Tender – Elvis Presley; Dirty Harry – Clint Eastwood; Kung Fu Panda 

38. What are your top 3 favorite books?  
Any bestseller - Fiction 

39. What is your favorite type of music?  
Bluegrass; country/western 

40. What are your top 3 favorite music artists?  
All – except Rap 

41. What is your favorite TV show (current or past)?  
Past – Mission Impossible; Current – Boston Legal 

42. What is your favorite play or theater performance?  
Cats 

Travel/Entertainment 

43. What is your favorite holiday?  
Christmas 

44. What is your favorite meal?  
Country cooking – pinto beans; sliced tomatoes; cornbread; turnip greens; fried corn 

45. What is your favorite drink?  
Milk (both sweet and butter) 
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46. What is your favorite place to vacation?  
Florida; Mexico 

47. What are your favorite hobbies?  
Backpacking; church basketball 

48. What is the last hobby project that you worked on?  
10-day backpacking trip – Cumberland River region 

49. Which are your top 3 favorite cities to visit and why?  
Atlanta, LA and Miami – “variety is the spice of life” 

Philosophical 

50. List one thing you would like to see or do before you die.  
See America as the world’s peacekeeper 

51. What would you want to do over in life if you had the chance?  
A.    I’m with Sachel Paige – “Never look back – something might be gaining on you.”
B.    Married sooner. 

Ethics 

52. Are you familiar with the ASPA Code of Ethics (website link provided)?  
Yes 

53. Would you follow this code if elected?  
Yes 

54. Would you resign if you violated this code?  
As engaged as the voters are in Knox County, I would be afraid to violate the code – 
would resign. 

Campaign 

55. What is your campaign platform?  
See website – TyreeforSheriff.com 

56. Why should we vote for you?  
See website 
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Contact Information 

57. Please list your email address, telephone number, and website.  
runrlt@yahoo.com; telephone (headquarters opening soon) 
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Knox County General Election / TN State Primary - August 7, 2008 

Sheriff 
 

 

 
Jimmy “JJ” Jones 
 
Republican 
 
 
 
 

 

General Information 

1. Please list your name and nickname (if any). 
Jimmy “JJ” Jones 

2. How old are you?  
49 

3. How many years have you lived in Knox County?  
49 

4. What is your political affiliation?  
Republican 

5. In which ZIP Code do you reside?  
37921 

Education/Military Service 

6. Where did you graduate from high school?  
West High School 

7. What is the highest level of education that you have achieved?  
Master of Science 
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8. Please list your degrees (if any) and which college(s) you attended.  
Bachelor Degree – Tusculum College  
Master of Science in Criminal Justice – The University of Tennessee 

9. Did you serve in the US military?  If not, skip to question 13. 
No.  

10. What branch and in what capacity?  
 

11. What rank did you achieve?  
 

12. Special tours, wars, or conflicts?  
 

Professional Experience 

13. What is your occupation?  
Knox County Sheriff  

14. How many years have you worked in this field?  
29 years 

15. Any prior professional experience that you would like to include?  
No  

16. What professional associations are you a member of?  
National Sheriff’s Association, Tennessee Sheriff’s Association, Fraternal Order of 
Police 

17. What would you describe as being your best career moment?  
Being involved in apprehension of suspects in two very high profile murder cases. 

18. Do you travel internationally?  If not, skip to question 21. 
No.  

19. For business or for pleasure?  
 

20. Which are your favorite international locations you’ve visited, and why?  
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We’ve Got to Ask…. 

21. Have you ever been convicted of a felony?  
No. 

Family/Home  

22. Are you married?  If yes, please provide the name of your spouse and 
spouse’s occupation.  
No.  

23. Do you have children? If so, how many? What are their ages?  
2 boys – 15 years old and 12 years old  

24. Do you have grandchildren? If so, how many? What are their ages? 
No.  

25. Do you have pets?  If so, what kind? What are their names? 
2 beagles – Fist and Flash and 1 Shihtzapoo - Fife 

Faith 

26. What is your religious affiliation (if any)?  
Baptist 

27. Where do you attend service (if you do)?  
Cumberland Baptist 

Community Service 

28. Please list your community service activities, including any non-profit 
boards, service organizations, etc.  
Master Mason Charles McKinney #433 Knoxville Scottish Rite, Kerbela Temple, 
Family Investment Center Executive Board 

Leadership 

29. How would you describe your leadership style?  
Firm, but fair 

30. What is your favorite quote?  
Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference.     –Winston Churchill 

31. Whom do you most admire as a leader or mentor?  
Ronald Reagan 



 © 2008 by Sundown Communications, LLC.  All Rights Reserved. 186 
 

Getting to Know You 

32. What is your favorite color?  
Blue 

33. What is your favorite vegetable?  
Green beans 

34. What is your favorite fruit?  
Orange 

35. What is your favorite sport?  
Football 

36. Who is your favorite team?  
Tennessee Vols 

37. What are your top 3 favorite  movies?  
The Green Berets, A Fistful of Dollars, and Miracle on 34th Street 

38. What are your top 3 favorite books?  
The Green Mile, To Kill a Mockingbird, and Boom! 

39. What is your favorite type of music?  
Country 

40. What are your top 3 favorite music artists?  
Elvis, George Jones, Merle Haggard 

41. What is your favorite TV show (current or past)?  
NYPD Blue 

42. What is your favorite play or theater performance?  
Blue Man Group 

Travel/Entertainment 

43. What is your favorite holiday?  
Christmas 

44. What is your favorite meal?  
Country ham, biscuits and gravy 

45. What is your favorite drink?  
Milk 
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46. What is your favorite place to vacation?  
Panama City, Florida 

47. What are your favorite hobbies?  
Hunting, Fishing, Golf 

48. What is the last hobby project that you worked on?  
Refinishing a cedar chest 

49. Which are your top 3 favorite cities to visit and why?  
Chicago, New York, Washington, D.C. 

Philosophical 

50. List one thing you would like to see or do before you die.  
Fly in a fighter jet.  

51. What would you want to do over in life if you had the chance?  
Spent more time with favorite family members who are now deceased.  

Ethics 

52. Are you familiar with the ASPA Code of Ethics (website link provided)?  
Yes. 

53. Would you follow this code if elected?  
Yes.  

54. Would you resign if you violated this code?  
Yes. 

Campaign 

55. What is your campaign platform?  
To continue to provide professional and highly trained law enforcement to the 
citizens of Knox County and protect their families and property.  

56. Why should we vote for you?  
I am the most qualified candidate, having 29 years of law enforcement experience.  I 
have spent my entire life preparing for this position.  
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Contact Information 

57. Please list your email address, telephone number, and website.  
www.jjforsheriff.com 
jjjones15@aol.com 
865-216-3434 
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Knox County General Election / TN State Primary - August 7, 2008 

County Clerk 
 

 

 
Foster D. Arnett, Jr. 
 
Republican 
 
 
 
 

 

General Information 

1. Please list your name and nickname (if any). 
Foster D. Arnett, Jr. 

2. How old are you?  
52 

3. How many years have you lived in Knox County?  
52 

4. What is your political affiliation?  
Republican 

5. In which ZIP Code do you reside?  
37919 

Education/Military Service 

6. Where did you graduate from high school?  
Bearden High School 

7. What is the highest level of education that you have achieved?  
College Grad 

8. Please list your degrees (if any) and which college(s) you attended.  
Bachelor of Science in Education from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
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9. Did you serve in the US military?  If not, skip to question 13. 
 

10. What branch and in what capacity?  
 

11. What rank did you achieve?  
 

12. Special tours, wars, or conflicts?  
 

Professional Experience 

13. What is your occupation?  
Full Time Candidate for Knox County Clerk 

14. How many years have you worked in this field?  
 

15. Any prior professional experience that you would like to include?  
Former Television Anchor and Reporter, WATE-TV, WBIR-TV 
Former Public Information Officer, Office of the Chief, Knoxville Police Department 
Director of Business Development, Sequoyah Limited, LLC 
President of Communications, Digital Media One 
Owner, Pure Air & Water Technologies of Tennessee  

16. What professional associations are you a member of?  
Founder, Two Term President, National Information Officer’s Association now in our 
16th year. 

17. What would you describe as being your best career moment?  
This is an ongoing process of Honor, Above All Else, Honesty, Accountability and 
Accessibility 

18. Do you travel internationally?  If not, skip to question 21. 
Yes 

19. For business or for pleasure?  
Pleasure 

20. Which are your favorite international locations you’ve visited, and why?  
I have no favorite place.  They are all unique in their flavor and what they have to 
offer. 
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We’ve Got to Ask…. 

21. Have you ever been convicted of a felony?  
Absolutely not. 

Family/Home  

22. Are you married?  If yes, please provide the name of your spouse and 
spouse’s occupation.  
Yes. Dorothy P. Arnett, Kindergarten teacher at Sequoyah Elementary School 

23. Do you have children? If so, how many? What are their ages?  
N/A 

24. Do you have grandchildren? If so, how many? What are their ages? 
N/A 

25. Do you have pets?  If so, what kind? What are their names? 
A 7 year old Golden Retriever, Dugan and a 5 year old mixed breed we rescued, 
Lucy. 

Faith 

26. What is your religious affiliation (if any)?  
Presbyterian 

27. Where do you attend service (if you do)?  
Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian Church 

Community Service 

28. Please list your community service activities, including any non-profit 
boards, service organizations, etc.  
Former Deacon, Second Presbyterian Church 
Former Deacon Chair, Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian Church 
Two Term Chairman of the Board at Ijams Nature Center 
Board Member, Sertoma Center of Knoxville 
President of Knoxville News-Sentinel Charities, Empty Stocking Fund 
Former Member, Metropolitan Drug Commission (Media) 
Guest Lecturer, University of Tennessee College of Communications 
Former Member, Board of Advisors, University of Tennessee College of Human 
Ecology 
Volunteer FISH pantry, Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian Church 
Partners in Education, Sequoyah Elementary School 
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Leadership 

29. How would you describe your leadership style?  
Lead by example being fair but firm and inclusive of employee input. 

30. What is your favorite quote?  
“Always do the right thing, not matter how hard or unpopular that may be”  Foster D. 
Arnett (my late Father) 

31. Whom do you most admire as a leader or mentor?  
My late Father, Foster D. Arnett 

Getting to Know You 

32. What is your favorite color?  
Blue 

33. What is your favorite vegetable?  
Corn 

34. What is your favorite fruit?  
Strawberries 

35. What is your favorite sport?  
College Football 

36. Who is your favorite team?  
University of Tennessee Volunteers 

37. What are your top 3 favorite  movies?  
Anything with Clint Eastwood 

38. What are your top 3 favorite books?  
God and Ronald Reagan 
Anything by WEB Griffin 
Anything by James Patterson 

39. What is your favorite type of music?  
All types  

40. What are your top 3 favorite music artists?  
Boz Skaggs 
Gordon Lightfoot 
America 
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41. What is your favorite TV show (current or past)?  
Roy Rodgers 

42. What is your favorite play or theater performance?  
Fiddler on the Roof 

Travel/Entertainment 

43. What is your favorite holiday?  
Christmas 

44. What is your favorite meal?  
Dinner 

45. What is your favorite drink?  
Lemonade 

46. What is your favorite place to vacation? 
The beach 

47. What are your favorite hobbies?  
Spending time with my wife, travel, reading, UT Sports 

48. What is the last hobby project that you worked on?  
I fixed the pipes on my primitive outdoor shower at Norris Lake. 

49. Which are your top 3 favorite cities to visit and why?  
Downtown Sharp’s Chapel, the people and the laid back atmosphere. 
New York, because my wife loves it. 
San Francisco, because it brings back wonderful memories of a trip I took with my 
Dad, and of my Aunt and Uncle who live in the Bay area. 

Philosophical 

50. List one thing you would like to see or do before you die.  
I am always focused on the positive so I am doing it now, living life to the fullest. 

51. What would you want to do over in life if you had the chance?  
Nothing. 

Ethics 

52. Are you familiar with the ASPA Code of Ethics (website link provided)?  
Yes 
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53. Would you follow this code if elected?  
I believe in a strong code of ethics but I do not believe one has to follow one code 
over another.  My background of honesty, integrity and honor is my guide.  My 
honesty and integrity has never been called into question. 

54. Would you resign if you violated this code?  
I have a very strong ethical background and I am lead by my convictions instilled in 
me by my parents.  I do not believe one has to pledge an oath in order to do the right 
thing.  I also believe one may interpret this code and could, if they so desired, make 
it appear any part would be reason for one to resign a position.  I strongly affirm 
doing the right thing will be my guide.  If the taxpayers do not agree they will make 
their feelings known at the ballot box. 

Campaign 

55. What is your campaign platform?  
Honor, Above All Else. 

56. Why should we vote for you?  
I am running for all the right reasons.  I am doing so to improve the Knox County 
Clerk’s Office, not to further my career.  This is my first attempt at public office and I 
am looking forward to demonstrating what good, honest, honorable government can 
be.  It is time to open the office back to the taxpayers and to listen, really listen, to 
their concerns and those of the employees of the office. 

Contact Information 

57. Please list your email address, telephone number, and website.  
farnettjr@bellsouth.net 
 
(865) 755-1393 
 
www.fosterarnett.com 
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ENHANCING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT through the promotion of active parent 
involvement and by promoting the addition of many technology advances in our 
schools.  
 
BEING ACCESSIBLE AND LISTENING.  
I continue to work to be find ways to increase meaningful two way communication 
with all constituents.  I: 
• return all phone calls and emails within 48 hours 
• hold community forums when issues arise that need 
community discussion and planning 
 
In conclusion, my first term on the Board has shown me that the policies and 
decisions that the Board makes are crucial to the success of our schools, our 
community, and most importantly our children. 

Contact Information 

57. Please list your email address, telephone number, and website.  
carsonk@tds.net    home: 675-0236    cell: 300-6443     www.carson08.com 

 

 
 
Karen Carson’s children, TJ, Rebeka, and Doug 
 
 
 

 
 

 




